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§121.409

for use by more than one certificate
holder.

(c) An airplane simulator may be
used instead of the airplane to satisfy
the in-flight requirements of §§121.439
and 121.441 and appendices E and F of
this part, if the simulator—

(1) Is approved under this section and
meets the appropriate simulator re-
quirements of appendix H of this part;
and

(2) Is used as part of an approved pro-
gram that meets the training require-
ments of §121.424 (a) and (c) and appen-
dix H of this part.

(d) An airplane simulator approved
under this section must be used instead
of the airplane to satisfy the pilot
flight training requirements prescribed
in the certificate holder’s approved
low-altitude windshear flight training
program set forth in §121.409(d) of this
part.

[Doc. No. 9509, 35 FR 90, Jan. 3, 1970, as
amended by Amdt. 121-161, 45 FR 44183, June
30, 1980; Amdt. 121-199, 53 FR 37696, Sept. 27,
1988]

§121.409 Training courses using air-
plane simulators and other training
devices.

(a) Training courses utilizing air-
plane simulators and other training de-
vices may be included in the certificate
holder’s approved training program for
use as provided in this section.

(b) A course of training in an air-
plane simulator may be included for
use as provided in §121.441 if that
course—

(1) Provides at least 4 hours of train-
ing at the pilot controls of an airplane
simulator as well as a proper briefing
before and after the training;

(2) Provides training in at least the
procedures and maneuvers set forth in
appendix F to this part; or

(3) Provides line-oriented training
that—

(i) Utilizes a complete flight crew;

(ii) Includes at least the maneuvers
and procedures (abnormal and emer-
gency) that may be expected in line op-
erations;

(iii) Is representative of the flight
segment appropriate to the operations
being conducted by the certificate
holder; and
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(4) Is given by an instructor who
meets the applicable requirements of
§121.412.

The satisfactory completion of the
course of training must be certified by
either the Administrator or a qualified
check airman.

(c) The programmed hours of flight
training set forth in this subpart do
not apply if the training program for
the airplane type includes—

(1) A course of pilot training in an
airplane simulator as provided in
§121.424(d); or

(2) A course of flight engineer train-
ing in an airplane simulator or other
training device as provided in
§121.425(c).

(d) Each certificate holder required
to comply with §121.358 of this part
must use an approved simulator for
each airplane type in each of its pilot
training courses that provides training
in at least the procedures and maneu-
vers set forth in the certificate holder’s
approved low-altitude windshear flight
training program. The approved low-al-
titude windshear flight training, if ap-
plicable, must be included in each of
the pilot flight training courses pre-
scribed in §§121.409(b), 121.418, 121.424,
and 121.427 of this part.

[Doc. No. 9509, 35 FR 90, Jan. 3, 1970, as
amended by Amdt. 121-130, 41 FR 47229, Oct.
28, 1976; Amdt. 121-144, 43 FR 22646, May 25,
1978; Amdt. 121-199, 53 FR 37696, Sept. 27, 1988;
Amdt. 121-264, 62 FR 23120, Apr. 28, 1997]

§121.411 Qualifications: Check airmen
(airplane) and check airmen (simu-
lator).

(a) For the purposes of this section
and §121.413:

(1) A check airman (airplane) is a
person who is qualified, and permitted,
to conduct flight checks or instruction
in an airplane, in a flight simulator, or
in a flight training device for a par-
ticular type airplane.

(2) A check airman (simulator) is a
person who is qualified to conduct
flight checks or instruction, but only
in a flight simulator or in a flight
training device for a particular type
airplane.

(3) Check airmen (airplane) and
check airmen (simulator) are those
check airmen who perform the func-
tions described in §121.401(a)(4).
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(b) No certificate holder may use a
person, nor may any person serve as a
check airman (airplane) in a training
program established under this subpart
unless, with respect to the airplane
type involved, that person—

(1) Holds the airman certificates and
ratings required to serve as a pilot in
command, a flight engineer, or a flight
navigator, as applicable, in operations
under this part;

(2) Has satisfactorily completed the
appropriate training phases for the air-
plane, including recurrent training,
that are required to serve as a pilot in
command, flight engineer, or flight
navigator, as applicable, in operations
under this part;

(3) Has satisfactorily completed the
appropriate proficiency or competency
checks that are required to serve as a
pilot in command, flight engineer, or
flight navigator, as applicable, in oper-
ations under this part;

(4) Has satisfactorily completed the
applicable training requirements of
§121.413 including in-flight training and
practice for initial and transition
training;

(5) Holds at least a Class III medical
certificate unless serving as a required
crewmember, in which case holds a
Class I or Class II medical certificate
as appropriate;

(6) Has satisfied the recency of expe-
rience requirements of §121.439; and

(7) Has been approved by the Admin-
istrator for the check airman duties in-
volved.

(c) No certificate holder may use a
person nor may any person serve as a
check airman (simulator) in a training
program established under this subpart
unless, with respect to the airplane
type involved, that person meets the
provisions of paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion, or—

(1) Holds the airman certificates and
ratings, except medical certificate, re-
quired to serve as a pilot in command,
a flight engineer, or a flight navigator,
as applicable, in operations under this
part;

(2) Has satisfactorily completed the
appropriate training phases for the air-
plane, including recurrent training,
that are required to serve as a pilot in
command, flight engineer, or flight

§121.412

navigator
part;

(3) Has satisfactorily completed the
appropriate proficiency or competency
checks that are required to serve as a
pilot in command, flight engineer, or
flight navigator in operations under
this part;

(4) Has satisfactorily completed the
applicable training requirements of
§121.413; and

(5) Has been approved by the Admin-
istrator for the check airman (simu-
lator) duties involved.

(d) Completion of the requirements
in paragraphs (b) (2), (3), and (4) or (c)
(2), (3), and (4) of this section, as appli-
cable, shall be entered in the individ-
ual’s training record maintained by the
certificate holder.

(e) Check airmen who have reached
their 65th birthday or who do not hold
an appropriate medical certificate may
function as check airmen, but may not
serve as pilot flightcrew members in
operations under this part.

(f) A check airman (simulator) must
accomplish the following—

(1) Fly at least two flight segments
as a required crewmember for the type
airplane involved within the 12-month
period preceding the performance of
any check airman duty in a flight sim-
ulator; or

(2) Satisfactorily complete an ap-
proved line-observation program with-
in the period prescribed by that pro-
gram and that must precede the per-
formance of any check airman duty in
a flight simulator.

(g) The flight segments or line-obser-
vation program required in paragraph
(f) of this section are considered to be
completed in the month required if
completed in the calendar month be-
fore or in the calendar month after the
month in which it is due.

[Doc. No. 28471, 61 FR 30741, June 17, 1996, as
amended by Amdt. 121-344, 74 FR 34235, July
15, 2009]

in operations under this

§121.412 Qualifications: Flight instruc-
tors (airplane) and flight instruc-
tors (simulator).

(a) For the purposes of this section
and §121.414:

(1) A flight instructor (airplane) is a
person who is qualified to instruct in
an airplane, in a flight simulator, or in
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